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Chapter 12 that she did not pretend to understand what his business might be, but she only knew that any woman whom
Mr. Elton could prefer, she should think the luckiest woman in the world; for, beyond a doubt, Mr. Elton had not his equal
for beauty or agreeableness. LAURA in continuation They had been gone nearly a couple of Hours, before either
Macdonald or Graham had entertained any suspicion of the affair. But it will not. He knows that human nature needs
more lessons than a weekly sermon can convey; and that if he does not live among his parishioners, and prove himself,
by constant attention, their well-wisher and friend, he does very little either for their good or his own." Marianne was
surprised and confused, yet she could not help smiling at the quiet archness of his manner, and after a moment's
silence, said,
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The day of separation and departure arrived; and Marianne, after taking so particular and lengthened a leave of Mrs.
Jennings, one so earnestly grateful, so full of respect and kind wishes as seemed due to her own heart from a secret
acknowledgment of past inattention, and bidding Colonel Brandon farewell with a cordiality of a friend, was carefully
assisted by him into the carriage, of which he seemed anxious that she should engross at least half. Mrs. Dashwood and
Elinor then followed, and the others were left by themselves, to talk of the travellers, and feel their own dullness, till Mrs.
Jennings was summoned to her chaise to take comfort in the gossip of her maid for the loss of her two young
companions; and Colonel Brandon immediately afterwards took his solitary way to Delaford. Oh, Mr. Crawford, we are
infinitely obliged to you! The wedding took place; the bride and bridegroom set off for Kent from the church door, and
everybody had as much to say, or to hear, on the subject as usual. Elizabeth soon heard from her friend; and their
correspondence was as regular and frequent as it had ever been; that it should be equally unreserved was impossible.
Elizabeth could never address her without feeling that all the comfort of intimacy was over, and though determined not to
slacken as a correspondent, it was for the sake of what had been, rather than what was. Charlotte's first letters were
received with a good deal of eagerness; there could not but be curiosity to know how she would speak of her new home,
how she would like Lady Catherine, and how happy she would dare pronounce herself to be; though, when the letters
were read, Elizabeth felt that Charlotte expressed herself on every point exactly as she might have foreseen. She wrote
cheerfully, seemed surrounded with comforts, and mentioned nothing which she could not praise. The house, furniture,
neighbourhood, and roads, were all to her taste, and Lady Catherine's behaviour was most friendly and obliging. It was
Mr. Collins's picture of Hunsford and Rosings rationally softened; and Elizabeth perceived that she must wait for her own
visit there to know the rest. He ought to come, said Emma. "If he could stay only a couple of days, he ought to come; and
one can hardly conceive a young man's not having it in his power to do as much as that. A young woman, if she fall into
bad hands, may be teazed, and kept at a distance from those she wants to be with; but one cannot comprehend a young
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man's being under such restraint, as not to be able to spend a week with his father, if he likes it." Now, said she, "that this
first meeting is over, I feel perfectly easy. I know my own strength, and I shall never be embarrassed again by his
coming. I am glad he dines here on Tuesday. It will then be publicly seen that, on both sides, we meet only as common
and indifferent acquaintance." Going in dismal weather, to return probably in worse;-four horses and four servants taken
out for nothing but to convey five idle, shivering creatures into colder rooms and worse company than they might have
had at home."
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As this was a favourite meal with Mrs. Jennings, it lasted a considerable time, and they were just setting themselves,
after it, round the common working table, when a letter was delivered to Marianne, which she eagerly caught from the
servant, and, turning of a death-like paleness, instantly ran out of the room. Elinor, who saw as plainly by this, as if she
had seen the direction, that it must come from Willoughby, felt immediately such a sickness at heart as made her hardly
able to hold up her head, and sat in such a general tremour as made her fear it impossible to escape Mrs. Jenning's
notice. That good lady, however, saw only that Marianne had received a letter from Willoughby, which appeared to her a
very good joke, and which she treated accordingly, by hoping, with a laugh, that she would find it to her liking. Of Elinor's
distress, she was too busily employed in measuring lengths of worsted for her rug, to see any thing at all; and calmly
continuing her talk, as soon as Marianne disappeared, she said, Oh, la! there is nothing in THAT. I only stood at the
door, and heard what I could. And I am sure Lucy would have done just the same by me; for a year or two back, when
Martha Sharpe and I had so many secrets together, she never made any bones of hiding in a closet, or behind a
chimney-board, on purpose to hear what we said. Reported fit for home service for a year or two, and so I was sent off to
the West Indies." Do I! Oh! Perfectly. "They are to be put into Mr. Weston's stable, papa. You know we have settled all
that already. We talked it all over with Mr. Weston last night. And as for James, you may be very sure he will always like
going to Randalls, because of his daughter's being housemaid there. Uppercross, the necessity of some one's going to
Uppercross; the news to be conveyed; how it could be broken to Mr and Mrs Musgrove; the lateness of the morning; an
hour already gone since they ought to have been off; the impossibility of being in tolerable time. "Oh! Frederick! But I
cannot believe it of you. -All idle refinement!
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